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1. Digitize Dialogue

Thank you for joining us!



Welcome!

• … to France, Italy, the UK, Germany, the Netherlands, Belgium,
Slovenia, the Czech Republic …

• … to European Associations, Universities, National Park Authorities, 
Destination Marketing Bodies, Government Organizations …
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Planned Outline for Today

• Background of the Association

• Exchange 1

• Status Briefing

• Exchange 2

• Next Steps and Participation

• Exchange 3
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Digital or Not: We have a problem. And we have 
known about it for a long time.

More and more people 
are taking advantage of 
natural areas for 
recreation.

But many are not aware 
of the rules

The Consequences

• Pressure increases even 
in areas with strict 
protection measures.

• Sensitive areas are 
excessively strained.

• Conflicts increase 
between users.

• Property owners 
become more 
restrictive.

• Visitors are partly 
dissatisfied.
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The digital transformation is revolutionising our lives. 
Even natural spaces are affected.

• Global champion: Europe features 
120.000 sites across 52 countries
designated as protected areas
They are all governed by directives,
regulations and laws.

→ Many users are unaware

→ No obligation for georeferencing 
despite INSPIRE-Guidelines

• Enormous success and use of 
OpenStreetMap-Data: e. g. by end 
users, platforms, tourism and 
administrations

→ unknown to many officials

→ validity of the data and limits are 
unknown to many users

The digital transformation changes user behaviour. 
Our current arrangements and mechanisms concerning 
protection can no longer adequately fulfil their purpose.
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The starting point of 2020.

Users want it to “just work”

→ That’s why OSM data is so successful 
with consumers

→ That’s why (almost) nobody enters 
the data on access restrictions

What is missing

→ Data structures and conventions, 
how access information should be 
represented with the necessary 
detail

→ User interfaces that are enjoyable 
for laypeople

→ Knowledge about the relationship 
between current law and the quality 
of open data
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Example: the Case of Bavaria (9/2020)

"A highway=path is a narrow path for non-

motorised traffic. It is used to map footpaths, 

hiking trails, game trails, cycle paths, 

bridlepaths, cattle trails and paths that serve 

several of these purposes. Usually other 

attributes (access=*, surface=*, width=* etc.) 

are given."

The actual size of the problem and why OpenStreet-
Map (OSM) alone is unfortunately not the solution.

OSM: important technical blocker

• Organisation of data according to paths 
(lines) instead of polygons (areas)

OSM: important content block

• All data should be verifiable on site →more 
“abstract” rules should be expressly omitted

741 741
km tagged

Access: Bicylce

Only 1,2 % contain information on bike 
access rules

58.336
km path
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The challenges have been sufficiently discussed. 
We want to be part of the solution.

Digitize the Planet e. V.

• Founded 3/2020

• Link to the articles of 
the company
(at present only available in 
German)

• Office in operation 
since May 2020

• Recognised as non-
profit since 6/2020 

• Two new members

• Part of 1% for the 
planet

Five Main Objectives

1. Examine Regulatory 
Frameworks

2. Define a Format

3. Produce Data

4. Distribute Data

5. Educate the Public

Board of Directors

Hartmut 
Wimmer

Dr. Neele
Larondelle

Mathias
Behrens-Egge

Tilman Sobek
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The challenges have been sufficiently discussed. 
We want to be part of the solution.

How we want to work

• transparent

• agile

• results oriented

• scalable and 
transferable

• international

Outside of our scope

• We do not moderate 
local conflicts.

• We do not make new 
rules.

• Currently we do not 
record the local rules –
we merely provide the 
database and infra-
structure to do so for 
the parties on site.
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Together – with authorities, landowners, 
nature conservation, tourism, providers 
and outdoor sports – we will digitize all 
relevant rules for recreation in nature.

digital · free to use· machine readable
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Exchange 1

Planed Outline for Today

• Background of the Association

• Exchange 1

• Status Briefing

• Exchange 2

• Next Steps and Participation

• Exchange 3
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Status Briefing: The work of the association since its 
founding in March 2020

• Our Homepage is online:     www.digitizetheplanet.org

• We have acquired new partners and members:

• Conception of a new regular event for intercommunication between all 
interested parties, members and partners
– Next Event: 

2nd Digitize Dialog on January 20th 2021 (German)
2nd Digitize Dialogue (English) planned

• Work on the five main objectives has begun.
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1. Examine Regulatory Frameworks

European Union

• Habitats Directive 
(FFH Gebiet)

• The EU Birds Directive 
(Vogelschutzrichtlinie)

• Water framework directive 
(Wasserrahmenrichtlinie)

Germany

• Federal Nature 
Conservation Act

• Federal Forest Act

• Federal Water Act

• Federal Hunting Law

• (Traffic Law)

• (Property Rights)

14

Federal States

• State Nature Conservation 
Act

• State Forest/Forestry Act

• State Water Law

• State Hunting Law
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1. Examine Regulatory Frameworks: Local Regulations

There are not laws to regulate 
everything and nor should there be. 
The majority of users adheres to joint 
agreements that have been reached 
among all stakeholders involved:

• Communities          

• Protected areas

• Residents

• Foresters

• Sports associations

• Associations 

• Landowner

• Hunters

• Agriculture
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2. Define a Format

What is it about?

Development of a harmonised digital 
format for the rules/terms of use for 
natural and semi-natural areas.

Requirements for the format
Structured

Standardised

International

Machine Readable

Open Data

Aspects

• How should the data be structured?

• How detailed should the data be?

• The first regulations and laws will be 
collected and structured

16

Activity Rule/Restriction Regulation Fine

Access From 01.05 to 31.10 Law 500 €

Motorised Vehicles On designated roads Law 1000 €

Mountain bikes On designated trails Law 500 €

Offtrail No Law 500 €

Camping No Law 50 €

Open Fire At designated sites Law 50 €

Collecting Mushrooms Max. 1 kg per Person/Day Local Regulation 50 €

Fishing No Law 5.000 €

Horseback Riding On designated trails Law 500 €

Dogs Only on a leash Local Regulation 100 €

Helmet Recommended Safety

Drones Yes

Avalanche equipment Recommended Safety
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3. Produce Data

What is it about?

Creation of a free to use dataset for the 
rules/terms of use for nature and semi-
natural areas

Aspects

• How can the data best be compiled 
and managed in the future?

• What are the user requirements?
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4. Distribute Data

What is it about?

Provide free to use data and ensure that 
it is published on the “right” channels

Outdoor Platforms

Navigation

OSM

Nature Conservation Databases

Aspects

• Which format?

• Which interfaces?

• Form of documentation

• How do we motivate popular 
platforms to use the data set?
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5. Educate the Public

What is it about?

Informing experts and the public press 
about our standard, the problems we 
solve, the data provided and its possible 
uses.

Aspects

• Identify the specific problems 
experienced locally/regionally

• Find and present solutions together 
with all stakeholders

• Present our work and contribution

• Explain its benefits and applications

191st Digitize Dialogue (11/2020)



Pilot Regions

First Data being 
processed

In conversation and  
data provided soon

20

A second pilot phase will 
follow and we look 
forward to further 
partners and data
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Putting it to work: 
Insights from Outdooractive

211st Digitize Dialogue (11/2020)



Exchange 2

Planed Outline for Today

• Background of the Association

• Exchange 1

• Status Briefing

• Exchange 2

• Next Steps and Participation

• Exchange 3
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Next Steps

• Establish a preliminary data structure 
based on our first pilot regions

• Attract new pilot partners and 
members 

• Preparation for the next Digitize 
Dialog/Dialogue

2nd Digitize Dialog
Wednesday, Jan. 20th 2021

• Explore funding schemes and options 
for joint research

2nd Digitize Dialogue
2021
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Meeting the challenges together: 
How you can contribute.

Test results and promote 
awareness

Help solve 
Open Challenges

Joint research
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Become a member

Compile and 
donate data

Donating and
Grant giving



Exchange 3

Planed Outline for Today

• Background of the Association

• Exchange 1

• Status Briefing

• Exchange 2

• Next Steps and Participation

• Exchange 3
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Thank you very much 
for your attention 
and participation!

You have questions, want to exchange 
ideas or get involved? We would love 
to work with you!

Digitize the Planet e. V.

Kreuzbergstraße 30

10965 Berlin

Sebastian Sarx

Tel. +49 30 32793119

mail@digitizetheplanet.org
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